
Q1. What is your major and what was your motivation for applying to this internship?

I am a fourth year undergraduate student majoring in Business & Commerce. I have experienced interning 
at several multinational companies as a communications intern, and was involved with external 
communications and social media marketing. Additionally, at University I have taken courses on marketing 
and economics. Therefore I wanted to make use of my past experience and deepen my knowledge and 
skills in both the communication and economic field, and having an aspiration to work in a global 
environment in the future, I wanted to see first-hand what it is like to work at such an influential and big 
scale international organization. 

Q2. What did you prepare for the application materials?

Applicants were asked to submit a CV and cover letter in both Japanese and English, and prepare two 
recommendation letters. After being invited to an interview, I was asked to take a written test where my 
ability and skills in the communications field was tested. With the interview, I expressed myself clearly by 
talking about my past experiences, current academic interests, as well as my future goals and aspirations, 
and what I wanted to achieve and gain through the internship experience. 

Q3. What were your main tasks in the internship?

My main tasks were to regularly monitor social media accounts, and analyze data on the performance of 
posts as well as the engagement of the audience. I also supported events and seminars organized or co-
hosted by OAP, and worked on different projects including developing new interactive contents for IMF-
OAP’s social media.
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Q4. Examples of social media content developed during the internship

Q5. What was most memorable from the internship?

Looking back at the internship, even though it was an online environment, being able to meet with 
members of OAP through weekly meetings or discussions on projects, or even communicating though 
emails was really memorable and precious for me. Of course if possible I wanted to meet everyone face to 
face, but even being a remote environment I really felt welcomed as part of the OAP team, and I’m really 
thankful for everyone’s kindness and generous support throughout my whole internship experience. 

Q6. What did you learn from the internship experience?

As I worked on creating text for social media and worked on projects that involved various stakeholders 
within and outside of the organization, it taught me the important skill of summarizing the key message, 
and clearly and concisely communicating the central intention to the audience or recipient. Additionally, 
given the remote working environment and emails being the main source of communication, it further 
taught me the skill of thinking in the other person’s shoes, and making sure to deliver the key message 
concisely and include a clear action plan, so that it is clear to the recipient what your main intentions and 
goals are. 

Q7. Message to future applicants

This internship gives you the opportunity to not only develop your skills in the communication field, but also 
to grow as an individual and obtain business and organizational skills. It also gives you the chance to see 
the IMF from the inside, and help you understand and see why the IMF is such an influential organization. 
If you have the aspiration to grow as an individual and challenge yourself to try new things, I would 
recommend to take advantage of this valuable opportunity, and I’m sure you will have a lot to gain. 
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